
FAQs for the LEAP Africa Social Innovators Programme

Q: What is the Social Innovators Programme?
LEAP Africa’s Social Innovators Programme (SIP) is an accelerator fellowship that empowers
young changemakers through a holistic approach to building their capacity, connections, and
credibility. It was borne out of the understanding of the challenges faced by most young social
enterprises faced with challenges such as early-stage funding, and resource and connection
deficits that hamper their growth and sustainability.

Q: What is social innovation?
A novel solution to a social problem that is more effective, efficient, sustainable, or just than
existing solutions and for which the value created accrues primarily to society as a whole rather
than to private individuals. The innovation may be through various expressions- a process(i.e.
using a new approach), a product, or a service.
`
Q: Which nations are eligible to be a part of the Social Innovators Programme?
All African countries

Q: Who is eligible to apply for the program?
All of the following eligibility criteria must be met by applicants in order to be accepted into the
Social Innovators Programme.

● Citizenship/Residency:
You must meet one of the criteria below:
You are a citizen of an African nation OR
You are a permanent resident of an African nation

● Geographic Focus: Your current and future enterprise is geographically located
in a local community in an African nation.

● Leadership Experience: You have founded or co-founded a social venture(s)
with at least one (1) year of impact*

● Age: You will be between 18 - and 35 years old on February 20th, 2023.
Language Proficiency: You are professionally proficient in English (spoken and
written). applications must be completed in English

● Program Commitment: You can commit to fully participating in the entire
duration of the program between February 20th and October 26, 2023, which
may include an in-person site visit in late June or early July, and up to 12 hours of
virtual learning per month. ***

*Applicants must be the founder or co-founder of a venture that has not previously participated
in the LEAP Africa Social Innovators programme, and only one co-founder per enterprise may
apply.



**Participants should have no more than three absences in order to complete the program and
graduate from the fellowship.

Q: What type of person is an ideal candidate for this program?
Aside from the specific eligibility criteria listed above, the ideal candidate:

The ideal candidate is the founder or co-founder of a social enterprise or social innovation. One
who has a clear idea of the problem being solved. The ideal candidate is focused on providing a
lasting, and sustainable solution to the problem(s) being tackled. has come up with an
INNOVATIVE solution and is willing to scale this innovation into an enterprise. The ideal
candidate has demonstrated that their work/enterprise has had a measurable impact in
advancing progress on the problem being solved. The Ideal candidate demonstrates respect
and inclusion to other candidates irrespective of gender, nationality, education level, race, or
religion. They are eager to collaborate and share opportunities with others. Ideal candidates are
open to learning from others, regardless of their experience level. They bring curiosity and an
open mind and are willing to share their experiences and knowledge with their cohort.

Q: What are the benefits of the LEAP SIPA?
The SIP is LEAP Africa’s platform to equip, support and showcase social innovators and
entrepreneurs, enabling them to scale their enterprises and sustain their social enterprises
towards sustainable development & systems-level social change. Therefore, being a member of
this prestigious Fellowship affords you:
The opportunity to be equipped with leadership, management and entrepreneurial skills for
personal, organisational and community transformation
The opportunity to build valuable global networks within the social innovation and enterprise
space
Access to a support ecosystem of talent, advisory, funding and other resources that will support
the growth and sustainability of your innovation.
* Women are strongly encouraged to apply

Q: What kind of sessions should I expect as part of the program?

The Social Innovators Programme is designed to build capacity, connections and credibility for
social innovators. This is achieved through a 5-day physical enterprise sustainability workshop,
virtual Coaching and networking Calls; Immersive one-on-one Mentoring session; Monthly
virtual webinar sessions and site visits.

All sessions are mandatory, exemption from a session must be made with prior notice to the SIP
team. Full participation in these sessions would determine graduation from the fellowship.



There may be occasional optional sessions that highlight special and timely opportunities. In
total, participants can expect to dedicate an average of 12–14 hours per month over the course
of the fellowship.

Q: What if I need to miss some sessions?

To participate in the Social Innovators Programme, we ask that you make every effort to attend
all of the sessions (approximately two sessions per week, 8 hours per week, several sessions
may fall on the weekends). We understand that the program requires a significant and extended
time commitment, and that both personal and professional circumstances may occasionally
prevent you from joining sessions. Participants should not miss more than three sessions over
the course of the 12-month program.

Q: When will we receive the program calendar?

The Social Innovators Programmes will run from February - October 2023. Candidates selected
for the 2023 cohort will receive a detailed program calendar prior to the start of their program.

Q: I have a disability. Will the LEAP Africa team make accommodations to ensure that I
can fully participate in the program?

LEAP Africa is fully committed to making this program inclusive and accessible to innovators
and entrepreneurs with disabilities. We are committed to working with you to accommodate any
difficulty you might face due to a disability.

More information will be provided to finalists with disabilities once they are selected as part of
the fellowship; for further inquiries, please contact us at sipa@leapafrica.org.

Q: I don’t have a laptop or reliable internet access. Will I be able to fully participate in the
program?

No. To fully participate in the social innovators program, you will need access to a computer or a
smart device with a camera and a reliable internet connection.

Q: Will selected participants be paid a stipend/allowance?

Selected participants will not be paid a stipend/allowance. Travel expenses to the physical
workshop will be reimbursed for all participants

Q: Will LEAP Africa offer grants or other types of financial support for my work?



No. LEAP Africa does not directly offer grants or financial support during the program term but
will assist in connecting and building bridges between potential impact investors and selected
applicants.

Q: Is the LEAP Africa Social Innovators programme physical or virtual?

The LEAP Africa Social Innovators programme has been designed in a hybrid format. The
selected candidates would convene in Nigeria for a 5-day physical workshop. The rest of the
programme will be virtual except on occasions where the SIP team will be performing physical
site visits (for Nigerian fellows only).

Q: How do I answer the question, "Tell us about yourself"?

XXX is an entrepreneur and professional with over two-decade experience in the banking and
financial services industry, occupying various positions, including branch manager and regional
lead. He has as his core skills: leadership, business conceptualization, development, and
strategy.

He holds an MBA from Lagos Business School, Pan Atlantic University, with a first degree in
physics from Bayero University, Kano, and a Master’s in International Affairs and Diplomacy
(MIAD) from Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria. He has acquired further executive education from
renowned global institutions such as IESE Business School, Barcelona, and Metropolitan
School of Business, UK, coupled with several other local and global certifications and
Membership which include the Chartered Institute of Bankers of Nigeria (CIBN– MCP), Certified
Life Insurance Professional (CIPL) by FSC Ontario, Canada, International Institute of Business
Analysis- IIBA Member, Project Management Institute –PMI Member, and American Society of
Quality – ASQ Member.

He founded XXXX, a leading microfinance bank poised to deliver excellence and create value
by leveraging technology to meet the high demand for microfinance banking services, known for
providing quality products and banking solutions to promote financial inclusion and support the
development of entrepreneurship through the empowerment of economically disadvantaged
micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSME) and individuals.

XXX is passionate about entrepreneurship, people development, and empowerment, with a high
commitment to individual and organizational excellence in line with his passion. He also founded
Glovis Entrepreneurial and Leadership Foundation (GELDF) - an initiative committed to



promoting upward financial migration for women and youth, as well as campaigning for financial
literacy in Africa and driving positive change. He also currently serves on the boards of Hope for
the Village Child Foundation and the IBWU Foundation, Canada. He is a Paul Harris Fellow with
Rotary International.

The Application Process
Q: What is the deadline for submitting my application?

The 2023 Social Innovators Programme application will close at 11:59 PM (WAT) on Monday,
January 2nd 2023. In order to avoid technical glitches or other problems due to issues such as
internet access, we strongly advise you to complete the application early. Due to the number of
applications we receive, LEAP Africa cannot be responsible for applications that are not
submitted on time, regardless of the reason.

Q: I am having technical issues submitting my application. What can I do?

Please contact sipa@leapafrica.org to submit a complaint immediately.

Q: What happens if I am unable to complete my application before the deadline?

Unfortunately, we cannot accept applications after the deadline

Q: Is there an education requirement for admission?

No, there is no education requirement for admission to the LEAP Africa Social innovators
programme, but applicants must be proficient in writing and conversing in English language.

Q: Does my social impact work have to be my full-time profession to be eligible?

No. Candidates do not have to be doing their social impact work full-time or as their main
profession to be eligible. The ideal candidate is focused on providing a lasting, sustainable, and
innovative solution to the problem(s) being tackled.

Q: If I applied in past years and was not selected, can I apply again this year? Can I apply
in future years?

Yes! We encourage applicants who were not selected in previous years to apply again. As long
as you meet the eligibility criteria, you will be considered for the fellowship.

Q: I am a citizen or permanent resident of an eligible nation, but I don’t currently reside in
my country of citizenship/residency. Am I eligible to apply for the program?

mailto:sipa@leapafrica.org


You are only eligible for the fellowship if you currently reside in any African country. Applicants
who currently reside outside of Africa are not eligible to apply.

Q: How are participants selected?

The selection process will take place from October to November 2022. We carefully review
every application and do additional research to verify the information included. Finalists will be
invited for virtual interviews in November/December 2022 with LEAP Africa staff and external
judges.

Q: How will I find out if I have been selected for the Social Innovators Programme?

All applicants will be notified of their status via email by January 16, 2023.

Thank you for your interest in the LEAP Africa Social Innovators Programme! If you have any
additional questions, please contact us at sipa@leapafrica.org.

Key Dates

APPLICATION OPENS
November 25th 2022

Applicants must complete the SIP application form, the Organizational Mapping Tool (OMT)
assessment, and supply three reference contacts

DEADLINE TO APPLY
January 2nd, 2023

Applications must be submitted by January 2nd 2023 at 11:59pm WAT

APPLICANTS NOTIFIED OF STATUS
January 16th 2023

All applicants will be notified of their status via email by January 2023.


