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AT A GLANCE

West Africa enters the 2026-2027 election cycle with the continent's
sharpest contrasts: Nigeria's 93.5 million registered voters and a
generational youth mobilisation that failed to translate into national
outcomes; Ghana's relative institutional stability and the highest youth trust
in electoral institutions in the region; and three Sahelian states that have

exited competitive electoral frameworks entirely. This article examines what

each case reveals about structural conditions for youth electoral influence.

Nigeria: Mobilisation Without Translation

Nigeria's 2023 general election produced the most
analytically consequential youth electoral event on the
continent in the current period. The Labour Party's Peter Obi
candidacy catalysed a visible demographic shift in Nigerian
urban electoral politics. INEC's registration data recorded
93.5 million registered voters, of whom approximately 37.5
million, roughly 40%, were aged 18-35. The #PeterObi
movement  generated unprecedented urban youth
mobilisation across TikTok, Twitter/X, and WhatsApp in
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Lagos, Abuja, Rivers, and Anambra states. ITU data places
Nigeria's internet penetration at 55%, the highest in West
Africa's major economies. The electoral outcome tested the
limits of mobilisation without organisation. Obi won Lagos
State and performed strongly in the South-East geopolitical
zone. However, INEC data showed overall turnout of 29.4%,

the second lowest in Nigeria's Fourth Republic history.

Youth turnout, while proportionally higher in urban centres,
collapsed in rural and peri-urban zones where Labour Party
had no functional ground structure. The party's inability to
convert social media momentum into ward-level organising
capacity produced a visible gap between digital reach and
electoral efficiency. Nigeria's 2023 cycle demonstrated that
Africa's most populous country can generate a significant
youth electoral surge that structural variables prevent from

translating into national outcomes.

Ghana: Institutional Credibility as a Translational
Pathway

Ghana presents the counter-case of relative institutional
stability. The December 2024 general election produced the
country's ninth successive peaceful electoral outcome, with
turnout reaching 60.9%. Urban youth constituencies in
Greater Accra and Ashanti Region were identified as a

significant swing demographic in post-election analysis.

Ghana's Afrobarometer Round 9 (2022-2023) data is the
most significant comparator in the region: 54% of Ghanaian
youth (18-35) expressed trust in the Electoral Commission,
the highest youth trust figure in West Africa and 18
percentage points above the regional average. Ghana's
relatively higher institutional credibility reflects both a
competitive two-party structure and a consistent track record

of electoral commission independence.

The Sahel: Where Electoral Channels Have Closed

The Sahel sub-region represents a structural rupture that
cannot be analysed through standard electoral participation
frameworks. Mali's 2021 coup, Burkina Faso's 2022
transition, and Niger's 2023 military takeover all suspended

civilian electoral processes.

In all three cases, Afrobarometer data captured significant
pre-coup youth frustration with civilian governance. In Mali
(Round 8, 2019-2021), 68% of respondents aged 18-35
expressed dissatisfaction with the quality of democratic
governance, a figure 14 percentage points above the West

African average.

The coups were not youth-engineered political projects, but
they emerged from political environments where institutional
channels for youth economic and governance grievances
had effectively closed. For the 2026-2027 cycle, these three
countries remain outside competitive electoral frameworks,
representing the most acute case of demographic weight
without institutional absorption on the continent. Their
exclusion from comparative electoral analysis is itself an

analytically significant finding.



West Africa — Youth Electoral Participation Indicators

Nigeria

Youth (18-35) % of registered voters: 40% (INEC, 2023)
Overall tumout; 28.4% (2023)

Estimated youth turnout: ~31% (urban)

Internet penetration: 55% (ITU, 2024)

Ghana

Youth (18-35) % of registered voters: 38% (EC Ghana, 2024)
Owverall turmout: 680.9% (2024)

Estimated youth turnout: ~55%

Internet penetration: 53% (ITU, 2024)

Mali

Youth (18-35) % of registered volters: Suspended
Owverall furmout; Coup (2021)

Estimated youth turnout: NIA

Internet penetration: 30% (ITU, 2024)

Burkina Faso

Youth (18-35) % of registered voters; Suspended
Orwverall turnout: Coup {2022)

Estimated youth turnout: N/A

Internet penetration: 22% (ITU, 2024)
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